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Alumni Forum is a professional development program offered by Alumni Forum 
Services in cooperation with selected Harvard Business School Clubs. 

 
“Forum has helped me in business in many ways.  It’s been a terrific resource for those hard multi-faceted decisions 
that involve money and markets but also people and reputation.  Forum training has also given me an additional set 
of communication skills around listening and getting to the core of an issue inside the company and with customers 
and vendors.                                                          John Macomber (MBA 1983) 

Program Description 
An Alumni Forum is a group, composed of 8-12 business school alumni, whose mission is to help its members grow 
personally and professionally. 
 
Alumni Forums deliberately include a mix of people who face similar types of challenges, but who are likely to have differing 
perspectives, so that there will be a fruitful exchange of ideas. The primary criteria for forming appropriate peer-groups 
include scope of responsibility, size of organization, and geographic proximity. 
 
Each Forum typically meets monthly for four hours and holds an annual 1-2 day overnight retreat. Each Forum launches 
with a full-day orientation session, which is scheduled and facilitated by Alumni Forum Services (AFS). Future meeting 
dates are set during the orientation session by mutual member agreement. 
 
Alumni Forums are self-managing by peer-selected moderators who follow a specified Forum protocol, with ongoing AFS 
support and training.  AFS builds on a 14-year track record of conducting Forums for CEOs, presidents and entrepreneurs 
to provide the Forum experience to business school alumni. 
 
 
Member Benefits 
An Alumni Forum provides a confidential place to learn from your peers’ successes and failures and offers peer input on 
your most important business and life decisions.  The group also helps develop communication and interpersonal skills that 
are useful in every aspect of members’ lives. 
 
Forum members benefit from new perspectives on a wide range of business and management issues, whatever their 
industry, career stage or organizational size. Forums also help members explore work/life balance and other personal and 
family challenges.  Being in a Forum puts a personal “board of directors” or brain trust on the side of every member.  Alumni 
Forums can discuss anything that is of interest to them, with members learning from one another's experiences in a 
collaborative, structured setting. 
 
Forums have been offered by Young Presidents Organization, Entrepreneurs Organization, and other executive groups for 
decades.  AFS now makes this highly rated member benefit available to selected business school alumni at a fraction of the 
fees charged by other executive-level groups. 
 
 
Membership Costs 
Each member pays an annual fee of $1,200 plus a one-time initiation/orientation fee of $600 to AFS. Members also agree 
to share ongoing food and other meeting costs and to join their local HBS Alumni Club. 
 
Alumni Forum initiation and annual membership fees are often covered by employers as a professional development, 
continuing education, or training expense.  Membership in an Alumni Forum supports personal and professional growth, 
builds leadership confidence and skills, and makes participants a greater asset to their employers. 
 
 
For more information 
Answers to frequently asked questions and other information is available at www.alumniforumservices.com or by emailing 
info@alumniforumservices.com.  

 

 


